
 

GENERAL RULES 
Career Development Events 

 
Revised 2022 



Career Development Events (Rev. 08) 

 

Purpose:  Career Development Events (CDE’S) (Rev. 08) are activities created to enhance the 

Agriscience/agribusiness program in Louisiana.  These events were designed to increase student 

learning by providing a hands-on environment that would allow direct application of classroom 

knowledge in competitive situations.  These career development events (CDE’s) consist of 

contests organized and sponsored by the Louisiana FFA Association. 

 

These events also provide a means for motivating students to develop their own personal abilities 

in specific agricultural areas.  Through participation in the contests, students also develop other 

abilities such as decision making, speaking, critical thinking, reasoning, sportsmanship, and 

personal presentation.  These events provide valuable experience to students interested in the 

specific agricultural areas and may serve as a starting point for developing the knowledge, skills 

and abilities needed for their future.  Through the events, students increase their knowledge and 

familiarity with specific agricultural career areas.  This knowledge may help students determine 

their career interests and impact their career choices. 

 

 

Selection of Career Development Events (CDE’s): Teachers select the career development 

events in which to participate that are a natural outgrowth from the local instructional program.  

These events are not "stand alone" activities.  They must be an integral part of the curriculum.  

Teachers should not aspire to compete in every event, but should only select those events that are 

appropriate to their location and the curriculum taught in the school. 

 

 

Student Selection:  All students enrolled in courses relating to the career development events 

should be allowed the opportunity to participate in special training provided in preparation for 

these events.  Many of these CDE’s may require additional time and training beyond that 

provided in the classroom.  This additional time and training allows interested individual 

students to further pursue this educational area.  However, class time should not be used for 

working individually with the team members to the exclusion of students who do not elect to 

participate in these activities. 

 

Oversight: The Career Development Event Board (CDE Board) shall, in cooperation with the 

state FFA advisor and the state FFA executive secretary, serve as the decision-making and 

leadership organization for all Louisiana Career Development Events.  This purpose includes 

developing and maintaining documents that describe the rules by which CDEs are governed.  

The Board shall consist of 9 members, with two members from each area and one rotating at-

large member. 

All Board meetings shall be conducted using parliamentary procedure as described in the latest 

edition of Robert’s Rules of Order. 
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 General Rules 

 

Eligibility of Participants: 

 

1. A member's eligibility shall be determined by the Louisiana FFA Association's definition 

of a member in good standing as described in the State FFA Constitution. Each contestant 

shall be a member in good standing as defined by the Louisiana FFA Association in order 

to participate in a career development event at any level of competition. (Adopted 8/12) 

 

2. Each participant must be a bona fide active, dues paying FFA member. All chapter fees, 

membership dues, and outstanding invoices must be paid and received in the 

Louisiana FFA Office by the date set at the beginning of the school year.  Chapters 

that have not paid fees and dues will not be eligible to compete in Career Development 

Events.  Students who enroll in agriculture education classes and become FFA members 

after the membership deadline may be added to chapter rosters as in the past. (Adopted 8/17 

through directive issued by the FFA  Executive Secretary and State FFA Advisor) 
 

3. Online registration for area and state CDE’s and LDE’s will close one week in advance 

of the event. Once the online registration closes, phone in late registration will be 

accepted in the state FFA office during business hours only. A late registration fee of $50 

per day per team (or person for single person events like creed, extemp., etc.) will go in 

effect until 48 hours before the event. No late registration will be accepted 48 hours 

before the CDE/LDE. No onsite registration will be available for any CDE/LDE except 

invitational events. (Adopted 8/18) 

a. Chapters may substitute members on the day of the event, chapters may move 

members from blue to gold team on the day of the event, and chapters may 

compete with different members than were registered. Chapters may compete 

with a member who was not pre-registered as long as someone from that 

chapter was pre-registered.   

b. For area welding and area LDE’s only, district results emailed to the state 

office from the district coordinating teacher will count as registration if the 

district contest is held after the online registration has closed. No late fee will 

be applied in this situation as long as the results are emailed immediately 

following the district contest. Results must include members name so that 

FFA membership can be verified.    

 
Contest day  Registration close day   Late fee schedule 
Friday   Preceding Friday at 11:59 p.m. Mon-$50, Tues-$100, Wed.-$150 
Thursday  Preceding Thursday at 11:59 p.m. Fri-$50, Mon.-$100, Tues.-$150 
Wednesday  Preceding Wed at 11:59 p.m.  Thur. -$50, Fri.-$100, Mon.-$150 
Tuesday  Preceding Tuesday at 11:59 p.m. Wed.-$50, Thur.-$100, Fri.-$150 
Monday  Preceding Monday at 11:59 p.m. Tues.-$50, Wed.-$100, Thur.-$150 
Sunday 
Saturday  Preceding Saturday at 11:59 p.m. Mon.-$50, Tues.-$100, Wed.-$150 
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4. Each participant must be an active member as defined by the Louisiana FFA 

Constitution. (Adopted 8/04, Revised 8/17)  
 

5. Graduating seniors may compete through the National FFA Convention following 

graduation. 

 

6. Participating team members who win a state competition or compete at the national level 

may not compete in the same contest again. (Revised 97, 17)  

 
*Due to ongoing uncertainty of COVID-19 and the restrictions some school districts are placing on 

student travel, all CDE/LDE first place winning students from Louisiana that are prevented from 

competing at a National CDE/LDE for the 2020-2021 school year will be eligible for to compete at 

the state level in the same competition in the 2021-2022 school year with three exceptions: 

 

A. Graduated seniors (class of 2021) 

 

B. Freshman Creed winner and Freshman CCM team members. 

 

C. State Only Events 

 

The FFA chapter must show written proof that they are not allowed to attend the national 

CDE/LDE to the Louisiana FFA state office before August 1, 2021. 

 

This rule change will expire on August 1, 2022. (Adopted 2021) 

7. Team members must compete in the area contest and place in the top four to be eligible 

to compete in the state contest except where noted in individual contest rules. 

 

8. Awards will be presented at the area and state levels to winners in the first, second, third, 

and fourth places. 

 

9. The top four teams in area events will advance to the state event unless otherwise stated 

in the specific event rules.  If any team in this top four will not be able to attend, the next 

highest placing team will be allowed to compete at the next level of competition with 10 

days prior notification. (Revised 8/06)  

 

10. One middle school team from each Area will be eligible to compete in the State Career 

Development Events in Livestock, Dairy Cattle, Dairy Foods, Meats, Horses, Poultry, 

Gulf of Mexico Speaking, Prepared Speaking, Creed Speaking, Extemporaneous 

Speaking, Parliamentary Procedure, Nursery Landscape, Floriculture, Electricity, and 

Forestry CDE (Adopted 8/08) if they meet either of the following conditions:  

 

a. If a middle school team places in the overall top 4, they will be designated as the 

top middle school of the Area contest.  
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b. If there are no middle schools in the overall top 4, the middle school with the 

highest score shall be designated as the top middle school of the Area contest 

provided that they are within the top 50% of the schools participating. (Revised 8/12)  

 

11. A state middle school division winner will be named and awarded at the state competition 

if they meet either of the following conditions.  (Adopted 8/06) 

 

a. If there are two or more middle schools participating in an event at the state 

level, the school with the higher score will be declared the state top middle 

school winner. (Revised 2017) 

 

b. If there is only one middle school participating in a state event, that middle 

school’s score must be at least 60% of the top high school’s score in order for 

the middle school team to be recognized and awarded top middle school.  

Example: 1st place high school team has a total team score of 1000 points, the 

middle school’s score must be 600 points or better to be recognized and 

awarded a top middle school banner. (1000 x .60 = 600) (Revised 2017) 

 

12. Seventh and Eighth grade students shall be designated as such for competition. (Adopted 8/08 

 

13. The LSU State Livestock show’s highest placing FFA member in showmanship from the 

Dairy Cattle species classes shall be deemed the state qualifier for the National Dairy 

Cattle Handlers CDE. (Adopted 2020) 

  

Procedures: 

 

1. Teams that enter a competition after it has begun shall incur a negative 10% scoring 

penalty unless written permission is granted by the state FFA advisor, state FFA 

executive secretary, or the event superintendent. (Adopted 8/17)  

 

2. Participants will be assigned group leaders who will lead them to the various stages in 

certain events.  They must stay with the group leaders until told to change. 

 

3. No one will be allowed to enter the competition area except the contestants and those 

assisting with the event, including contestant holding rooms.  (Revised 2003) 

 

4. Appropriate score cards must be given to the individual in charge (group leader) 

before leaving the event area. 

 

5. A minimum of three judges shall be used for all CDE’s.  Judges should be available 

after competition for competing students to review the CDE. (Adopted 8/03) 

 

6. In any computer scored event, the event superintendent will examine and rescore if 

needed any card showing a zero score before results are published. (Adopted 98) The state 

events may be hand graded.  (Adopted 8/04) 
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7. All judges’ decisions are final.  Only mathematical errors will be allowed to change.  

(Adopted 8/03) In the event of a mathematical scoring error, with the error being made in 

placing, no placing will be taken away from the school(s) originally announced.  The 

school(s) will be allowed to proceed to the next level in addition to the other affected 

schools which should have been originally announced as qualifiers/winners.  

Sweepstakes points will be shared by all involved.  (Adopted 8/06)  

 

8. Teacher superintendents shall be assigned for on-site supervision and scoring of each 

Spring State CDE.  The scoring supervisors for each CDE will not supervise any 

event in which his/her team is competing. Teacher superintendent shall be assigned 

for on-site supervision and scoring of each area and state FFA contest to monitor 

student behavior and scoring of the contest. (Adopted 8/03) (Revised 8/15) 

  

9. Teacher superintendents shall be appointed for each of the State Leadership 

Development Events (LDE). A committee of one (1) representative from each of the 

four (4) areas that is familiar with the rules and regulations of the event shall be 

chosen by the state FFA advisor or state FFA executive secretary. A superintendent is 

chosen by the committee to oversee the event to ensure fairness and proper execution. 

The state FFA office is responsible for the event set up including securing judges, 

setting deadlines, making copies of rules and score cards, and other administrative 

duties. The CDE Board recommends that non-qualifying teachers be considered for 

this committee. (Adopted 8/16, Revised 8/17) 
 

10. The distribution of score sheets shall be left to the discretion of the host.  A summary 

spreadsheet shall be sent to all teachers as they become available.  (Adopted 8/06) 

 

11. All test banks that have a corresponding national contest will use the last five (5) 

years of national tests for the test bank. Fifty (50) questions will rotate on and fifty 

(50) will rotate off each year. ( Adopted 6/18) 

 

12. The state competition for the following CDE’s shall be held in a two year rotational 

schedule between willing state universities: Welding, Small Engines, Electricity, 

Dairy Products, Floriculture, Nursery/Landscape, Poultry, Meat Evaluation. This 

rotational schedule would be dependent on the approval of university staff but would 

include any state university with an existing agriculture department. Rotation will be 

set to begin with the 2014 spring CDE’s. (Adopted 8/13)  

 

13. Direct the state FFA office to implement the use of scanning score sheets for all 

events. (Adopted 8/15)(Revised 6/18) 

 

14. Direct the state FFA office to move events held during the summer months and on 

Saturdays to be held on weekdays during the school year. (Adopted 8/17) 

 

15. Any chapter that qualifies for a national contest must confirm by the declaration date 

set by the Louisiana FFA or National FFA if they will compete in that contest. Once a 

chapter confirms that they will compete in that national contest, they must attend and 

compete or they will be assessed a $500 penalty, paid to the Louisiana FFA 
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Association. This penalty must be paid prior to that chapter being allowed to compete 

in any future career development events. (Adopted 8/19) 

 

16. All CDE/LDE which follow the National FFA Handbook as official state rules 
(Employment Skills, Conduct of Chapter, Ag. Issues, and Marketing Plan) 

shall automatically update with each new release of the national FFA 

handbook. (Adopted 8/19) 

 

17. All CDE teams, except land judging, will not have a drop score. The total team score 

will be comprised of the scores of all members allowed per team per CDE. (Example, 

Livestock Evaluation allows four members to be on a team, therefore all four 

members' scores will be used to calculate the total team score). (Adopted 2021) 

 

18. There will be a 5 minute rotation at the very end of the CDE prior to final submission 

of the scantron, this rotation will be used for students to fill in any blanks that may be 

on their scantron or correct any issues that may need to be addressed. Students are not 

allowed to revisit any part of the contest and must stay as far apart as possible from 

other members from the same schools while they check their scantrons before 

submission. (Adopted 2022) 
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Disqualification: 

 

1. Any unauthorized communication among members of the same team will be sufficient 

cause to eliminate that team from the competition.  No electronic devices allowed during 

competition except non-programmable calculators when needed. Electronic devices shall 

be defined as any device that can be used to serve a special purpose or perform a specific 

function in a manner which may provide the user with an advantage over other 

competitors. Examples of electronic devices include, but are not limited to, smart phones, 

smart watches, tablets, programmable devices, graphic calculators, pedometers, global 

positioning devices, range finding devices, electronic levels, electronic compass, digital 

cameras, etc. The contest superintendent shall announce this rule prior to the event 

and give contestants an opportunity to remove and secure these devices (give them 

to a non competing person).  Any contestant found in possession of a device during a 

competition shall be disqualified. Devices permitted in specific events are allowed. (Revised 

8/15) 
  

2. No outside resources of any kind may be used during a CDE unless authorized by the 

rules specified in that event. This includes textbooks, compiled notes, study guides, 

electronic assistance, the internet, or any other outside source. (Adopted 8/16) 

 

3. Team members are allowed to use clip boards during the event.  Clip boards cannot have 

markings or writing related to that event.  Such clip boards will disqualify the team 

member. The chapter name and student name are the only items allowed to be written on 

the clip board.  (Revised  99) 

 

4. There shall be no writing or stray marks on a contestant’s score card prior to or during an 

event. Stray marks are defined as notes, information pertaining to the event, study guides, 

or any other writings or symbols which could be used to provide hints or pertinent 

information about the event that will give the student an advantage over others. If a score 

card is determined to be in violation of this rule then the student shall be disqualified 

from the event. (Adopted 8/16) 

 

5. If a team member is caught cheating during the competition, the entire team will be 

eliminated. 

 

6. Any student in any CDE that is found to be a disruption or disrespectful to any CDE 

official or advisor or is in violation of the National FFA Code of Ethics will suffer the 

following consequences: A) verbal warning B) A penalty of 100 points shall be assessed 

to their score C) disqualification from the event. This shall be enforced by the 

superintendent of the CDE.  (Adopted 8/10) 

 

7. Events that have more than one set of oral reasons, a contestant may NOT present more 

than one set of oral reasons to the same judge. (Provided this is possible, exceptions will 

be determined by the superintendent of the event). Each judge will initial or sign each 

scorecard. In the event that a contestant says more than one set of oral reasons to the 

same judge, he/she will be disqualified. (Adopted 8/09) 
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8. Any scantron scorecard not turned in at the end of an event will result in a zero (0) or 

non-scan for that contestant. (Adopted 8/19) 
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Appeals Process/Code of Conduct: 

 

1. All comments or questions must be directed to any FFA CDE Board Member and not 

event officials.  (Revised 1994) 

 

2. Any protest made concerning CDE’s must be filed within 14 days of the event according 

to National FFA guidelines.  (Adopted 8/03) 

 

3. Teacher disciplinary problems may lead to the chapter's disqualification in that event that 

year and the inability to participate in that event the following year. Appeals to 

disciplinary problems will be heard before the CDE board, at the next meeting following 

infraction.  Letters of reprimand will be sent to the school principal and parish 

superintendent.  (Revised 1994) 

 

 

Official Dress: 

1. Official dress is highly recommended where appropriate.  Some competitions, such as 

leadership events, require official dress.  However, a modified dress code, such as 

chapters with their customized shirts, is allowed as an alternative for state 

competition.  Therefore, for state competitions, members must be in FFA official 

dress or their customized school shirts with the exception of the leadership events 

which require official dress (Adopted 8/10).  Dress code/school uniforms may be dictated 

by local school systems.  (Adopted 8/03) 

 

 

Rule Change Procedures 

 

1. Any Agriculture teachers, university personnel involved with conducting CDE events, 

FFA members, staff in the State FFA Office, volunteers who work with CDE events or 

others with an interest in the success of FFA CDEs may recommend contest changes to a 

FFA Contest Board member (in writing) at any time during the year but prior to the 

contest board meeting in June. (Rev.95) 

 

2.  Proposals for change may be submitted to a FFA Contest Board member for any event in 

which there is deemed a need for change. There is no longer a three year rotation for 

changes. (Adopted 8/17)   

 

3. All recommendations will be considered by the FFA Contest Board.  An effort will be 

made to abide with the capability of the universities and other host institutions and their 

willingness to implement these changes. (Rev. 94) 

 

4. All correspondence to the contest board must be signed by the individuals submitting the 

correspondence. (Rev. 97) 

 

5. Potential contest and rule revisions must be discussed at a special Area meeting held at 

the state FFA convention prior to the second meeting of the FFA Contest Board. (Rev. 17) 
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6. The FFA Contest Board will vote on proposed contest changes at the second meeting of 

the board at the state FFA convention. (Rev. 17) 

 

7. Teachers will receive in-service training during each Area leadership camp and/or at the 

LATA conference. (Rev. 17) 

 

 

Dissemination of Information 

 

1. All efforts will be made to coordinate between universities to ensure consistency between 

the area and state contests. (Rev. 94) 

 

2. The Louisiana FFA Office or its designee shall inform the state host universities of any 

changes to CDE’s no less than 30 days prior to the event. (Adopted 8/06) 

 

3. All scores will be distributed to teachers at their respective schools within a week of 

competition either by email or mailing of the team score cards. (Adopted 8/09) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


