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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 

The purpose of the Louisiana FFA Association’s Awards Program is to vitalize and enrich the instructional 
program of agricultural education. Through participation in an effective awards program, FFA members are 
recognized for outstanding accomplishment and motivated to achieve their greatest potential. 
 
Each Louisiana FFA chapter shall be organized and operated in accordance with all the provisions of the 
national, state, and local constitutions.  Each chartered chapter must submit its own list of FFA members 
enrolled in this chapter, along with the designated advisor(s). The State FFA Office should be notified when 
transfers are made from one chapter to another. FFA members are only eligible to participate in district, area 
and state activities if they are a bona fide current state and national FFA member. 
 
In order to remain in good standing with the State Association, the chapter dues and chapter and foundation 
fees must be submitted to the State FFA Office by November 1 each year.  
 
State Bulletin 741 specifies that each chapter must submit a minimum of three chapter and/or individual 
award applications for state competition each school year. These applications may include: 

 State FFA Degrees  

 Proficiency Awards 

 Star Awards 

 Agriscience Fair 

 National Chapter Award 

 Livestock/Equine/Poultry Exhibition Awards 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL APPLICATIONS: 
 
All award applications must be declared using the online registration system provided by the State FFA Office 
no later than three business days prior to Review Day. The online system will be locked at the deadline, and 
no other applications will be considered for review. This deadline is crucial to allow state staff adequate time 
to prepare judging materials and to assign judging committees.  
 
All applications will be judged on the Review Day set by the state FFA office. No applications will be judged 
after this date, and no opportunity for revisions will be allowed on the day of judging. All interviews will take 
place on the date and location set by the state FFA office. If a student or chapter is not present for the 
interview, they will automatically receive last place. All state winning applications that will be submitted for 
national competition will be reviewed at state convention for revisions prior to submission to National FFA. 
 
Disqualification Guidelines: 
 

 Any plagiarized (including use of unauthorized photos) applications will be disqualified. 

 All award applications must have matching version numbers on all pages except the cover page and 
signature page. Non-matching version numbers will result in disqualification. 

 Any award application missing 25% or more of the total points based on the scoring rubric for that 
application (meaning that the information is not present) will be disqualified. 
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 All applications that are rejected or disqualified on Review Day will be re-evaluated by a group of 
advisors to uphold the rejection/disqualification or return it to the review committee for re-scoring. 

 Each participant must be a bona fide dues-paying FFA member of a chapter that is in good standing 
with the state association and the national organization at the time of his/her selection. If a chapter or 
participant is found to be ineligible for competition, the application will be disqualified. 

 
Judges’ Guidelines: 
 

 Each summer at leadership camp, one teacher from each area will be elected to serve on the award 
review committee. On rotation, one area each year will select two teachers.  

 The state FFA office will designate review committees made up of advisors and stakeholders for each 
award area. 

 All judges must complete their own scoresheets for each application. 

 Judges will not physically write on the application to avoid biasing the application at Interview Day. 
Judges will use sticky notes to make suggestions on each application. 

 Once a judge scores an application, a unique colored sticker will be placed on that application to note 
that it has been scored by that judge. 

 All applications that are rejected or disqualified on Review Day will be re-evaluated by the elected 
award review committee to uphold the rejection/disqualification or return it to the review committee 
for re-scoring. The review committee’s decisions will be final. 

 

How to Access Applications: 

 
All award applications can be applied accessed at www.ffa.org or at www.theaet.com. 
 
From AET:  

1. Login as student or teacher. 
2. Under the Annual Reports & FFA Apps tab, select Degree/Application Manager. 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

3. There is a drop down arrow to add applications. 
From FFA: 
       1. Log on to the Dashboard. 

http://www.ffa.org/
http://www.theaet.com/
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       2. Select Instructor or Student 
       3. Click on Application Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       4. Select the drop-down arrow to find desired application.  
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AGRICULTURAL PROFICIENCY AWARDS 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
Proficiency award areas do not define supervised agricultural experience (SAE) programs. Rather, proficiency 
awards are an outgrowth of students’ SAEs and learning activities conducted outside of regular class time. An 
SAE is a year-round developmental program that can be made up of multiple enterprises and activities, 
including entrepreneurial and/or placement enterprises, school-based enterprises, service learning activities, 
and agriscience research projects impacting the student’s SAE, home, school, and/or community. 
 
The purpose of these awards is to stimulate interest in the instructional program, stimulate interest in 
agricultural occupations, and reward FFA members for exceptional accomplishments in progressing toward 
specific occupational objectives in agriculture. In judging these awards, major emphasis will be placed on the 
work done by the applicant. 
 
There are five categories of SAE programs that qualify for proficiency award recognition: 
 

 Research: Experimental, Analysis, or Invention – Involves planning and conducting a scientific 
experiment based on a hypothesis and the use of the scientific method of investigation on the 
hypothesis. This may include qualitative, quantitative, experimental, descriptive, and quasi-
experimental research. 

 Ownership/Entrepreneurship – A student-owned enterprise where the student assumes responsibility 
for all financial and management decisions for the successful completion of the project or activity. 

 Placement/Internship – A student works for an agriculture-related business or individual, either for 
pay or for experience. 

 School-Based Enterprise – Student-led business enterprises that provide goods or services. They are 
operated from the school campus utilizing facilities, equipment and other resources provided by the 
agricultural education program or the school in general. 

 Service Learning – A student, or a small team of students plan, conduct, and evaluate a project 
designed to provide a service to the school, public entities, or the community. The project must    
provide benefit to an organization, group, or individuals other than the FFA chapter. 
 

As students develop their long-range SAE plans they may engage in enterprises or activities that cross the five 
SAE categories, which could theoretically qualify for multiple proficiency awards. 
 
When considering applying for proficiency award recognition, the focus of the enterprise, activities, and/or 
skills developed determine the correct proficiency award area in which to apply. 
 
ELIGIBILITY AND REGULATIONS: 
 
Agricultural Proficiency Awards are available to all FFA members enrolled in junior high and high school 
agricultural education or have been out of high school not more than one year and have completed at least the 
following: 
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 Junior high – one semester of agricultural education or all the agricultural education offered in the 
school. At least one semester of records are required. 

 High school – one semester of agricultural education or all the agricultural education offered in the 
school.  

 
Applications for these awards may include reports of activities and records completed up to December 31 of 
the previous year the application is submitted. (Example: during the 19-20 school year, records included in 
the application will be from the start of the member’s participation to December 31, 2019.) 
 
Junior Proficiency Awards 

 Grades 7-8 

 At least one semester of SAE records required 

 The National FFA Proficiency Award application completed through FFA.org or on AET is the only 
acceptable application 

 The application will be scored using the current National FFA application rubric and scoring guidelines. 
Senior Proficiency Awards 

 Grades 9-12 

 At least three full years of high school records are required to win first place 

 The National FFA Proficiency Award application completed through FFA.org or on AET is the only 
acceptable application 

 The application will be scored using the current National FFA application rubric and scoring guidelines. 

 State winning proficiency awards will be determined by the combined ranking of the application review 
and the interview. In the event of a tie, the application score will break the tie. If a tie still exists, the 
award review committee (the committee selected at leadership camp) will re-score the tied 
applications and select a winner. 

 If an advisor chooses to make an application ineligible for national competition, he or she must 
indicate this on the online registration form prior to Review Day. 

 A member may be granted only one first place Agricultural Proficiency Award on the state level per 
year, even though members are allowed to submit more than one proficiency award annually.  

 If the winner of an award area declines first place, the second place member will be given the option of 
first place if the second place member is eligible to win. This shall not extend to third place or beyond. 

 
Consideration will be given to the applicant's cumulative record in agricultural education and FFA and his/her 
Supervised Agricultural Experience program. Also, applications should include achievement records that prove 
the applicant has developed abilities in the respective area for which the application is submitted. The state first 
place winner in each of the Agricultural Proficiency Awards will be eligible to compete for national awards. 
 
All applications will be returned to the FFA chapter at state convention. Suggestions and recommendations 
may have been recorded on the member’s application for the sole purpose of improving the quality of the 
application. A review session will be held at state convention to provide further recommendations for 
improvement of national-qualifying applications.  
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National-qualifying applications should be updated, corrected, and/or revised, and electronically submitted by 
the date set by state staff. The cash award is contingent upon the electronic submission of the application and 
the thank-you notes to sponsors being returned to the state FFA office by the announced deadline.  
 
Disqualification Guidelines: 
 

 Applications will be deducted points and/or disqualified for the following reason(s): 
o Applications are written into the wrong proficiency area will be disqualified. This includes 

placement or entrepreneurship application being placed in the wrong category.  
o Any plagiarized applications  
o Any current year records included 
o Non-matching version numbers on all pages except the cover page and signature page 

 Each missing portion of the application receives a zero score on the rubric/score card 

 Multiple photos on any single photo page (collage) will receive a zero score for that page 

 All applications that are rejected or disqualified on Review Day will be re-evaluated by the elected 
award review committee to uphold the rejection/disqualification or return it to the review committee 
for re-scoring. The review committee’s decisions will be final. 

 
Judges’ Guidelines: 
 

 All judges must complete their own scoresheets for each application. 

 Judges will not physically write on the application to avoid biasing the application at Interview Day. 
Judges will use sticky notes to make suggestions on each application. 

 Once a judge scores an application, a unique colored sticker will be placed on that application to note 
that it has been scored by that judge. 

 The review committees’ decisions will be final (with rejections and disqualifications verified by the 
elected award review committee). 

 
How to Access Applications: 
 
From AET: 
From the Degree/Application Manager: 

1.  In the drop-down arrow click Proficiency Application or Research Proficiency Application and then Add 
New. 

2.  A new row will appear: 
 

 
3. Click “Application” to complete the application.  
4. Before print, check the Checklist tab in the blue box to make sure all requirements are met.  
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From FFA: 
From the Application Center: 
 

1. Select the drop-down arrow to find the desired application. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 2. A row will appear: 

 

 
 3. Click the blue underlined “Application” to begin. 

          4. Before print, check the Checklist tab in the blue box to make sure all requirements are met.  
 

 

PROFICIENCY AREAS: 
For more information on each proficiency area go to www.la-ffa.org/proficiency-awards. 

 

AGRICULTURAL COMMUNICATIONS 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS: DESIGN AND 

FABRICATION 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS: REPAIR AND 

MAINTENANCE 
Entrepreneurship 

 
AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS: REPAIR AND 

MAINTENANCE 
Placement 

 
AGRICULTURAL PROCESSING 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
 

AGRICULTURAL SALES 
Entrepreneurship 

 
AGRICULTURAL SALES 

Placement 
 

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
AGRISCIENCE ANIMAL SYSTEMS RESEARCH 

Research 
 

AGRISCIENCE PLANT SYSTEMS RESEARCH 
Research 

 
AGRISCIENCE INTEGRATED SYSTEMS RESEARCH 

Research 
 

BEEF PRODUCTION 
Entrepreneurship 

 
 

http://www.la-ffa.org/proficiency-awards
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BEEF PRODUCTION 
Placement 

 
DAIRY PRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship 
 

DAIRY PRODUCTION 
Placement 

 
DIVERSIFIED AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

DIVERSIFIED CROP PRODUCTION 
Entrepreneurship 

 
DIVERSIFIED CROP PRODUCTION 

Placement 
 

DIVERSIFIED HORTICULTURE 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
DIVERSIFIED LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT 

Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

EQUINE SCIENCE 
Entrepreneurship 

 
EQUINE SCIENCE 

Placement 
 

FIBER AND/OR OIL CROP PRODUCTION 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
FORAGE PRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

FOREST MANAGEMENT AND PRODUCTS 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
FRUIT PRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

GOAT PRODUCTION 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 

GRAIN PRODUCTION 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
NURSERY OPERATIONS 

Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

OUTDOOR RECREATION 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
POULTRY PRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

SERVICE-LEARNING 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
SHEEP PRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

SMALL ANIMAL PRODUCTION AND CARE 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
SPECIALTY ANIMAL PRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

SPECIALTY CROP PRODUCTION 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
SWINE PRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship 
 

SWINE PRODUCTION 
Placement 

 
TURF GRASS MANAGEMENT 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
VEGETABLE PRODUCTION 

Entrepreneurship/Placement 
 

VETERINARY SCIENCE 
Entrepreneurship/Placement 

 
WILDLIFE PRODUCTION AND MANAGEMENT 

Entrepreneurship/Placement
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STATE FFA DEGREE 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
The State FFA Degree is meant to recognize outstanding achievement in Supervised Agricultural Experience 
development, leadership, and scholarship. It is awarded annually to the top members of Louisiana FFA, and 
represents a multi-year commitment to agricultural education and FFA. 
 
To earn this degree, members must demonstrate academic achievement in the classroom, leadership ability 
and high-level participation in the FFA, service to the community, and a strong Supervised Agricultural 
Experience program. 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY AND REGULATIONS: 
 
To qualify for the State FFA Degree, the member must: 

 Have received the Chapter FFA Degree. 

 Have been an active FFA member for at least two years (24 months) at the time of receiving the State 
FFA Degree. 

 While in school, have completed the equivalent of at least two years (360 hours) of systematic school 
instruction in agricultural education at or above the ninth grade level, which includes a supervised 
agricultural experience program. 

 A student after entering agricultural education must have: 
o Earned and productively invested at least $1,000; or 
o Worked at least 300 hours in excess of scheduled class time; or 
o A combination thereof, in a supervised agricultural experience program. 

 Demonstrate leadership ability by: 
o Performing 10 procedures of parliamentary law. 
o Giving a six-minute speech on a topic relating to agriculture or FFA. 
o Serving as an officer, committee chairperson or participating member of a chapter committee. 

 Have a satisfactory scholastic record as certified by the local agricultural education instructor and the 
principal or superintendent. 

 Have participated in the planning and completion of the chapter’s Program of Activities. 

 Have participated in at least five different FFA activities above the chapter level. 

 Have participated in at least 25 hours of community service, within at least two different community 
service activities. These hours are in addition to and cannot be duplicated as paid or unpaid supervised 
agricultural experience hours. 
 

In addition: 

 Activities shall be defined as any sub-district (parish), district, area, state, or nationally-sanctioned FFA 
event above the chapter level.  

 To qualify for consideration for the State FFA Degree, a student must complete a minimum of five (5) 
activities above the chapter level. If candidates compete at multiple levels of the same event in the 
same year they will be allowed to claim only one (1) event per year recording the highest level attained 
as a qualifying activity.  

o Example: If a student were to compete in Poultry Evaluation at an invitational event, area and 
state, they would only be able to use the state event in that given year.  
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 An exception to this will be if a student qualifies for national competition. They will be able to claim 
state and national competition as separate activities within the same year even though they are the 
same event.  

o Example: If a student were to win the State Poultry Evaluation CDE and compete at the national 
event they could claim both as legitimate activities. 

 The candidate cannot claim two separate activities for attending one event in the same year. They 
must choose one of the events as their activity for that year. 

o Example: Student attends the National FFA Convention as a chapter member and also qualifies 
as a national competitor in the same year. This can only be counted as one activity. 

 The same activity can be claimed over multiple years.  
o Example: Highest level achieved each year. 

 
Activity District Area State National 

Poultry Evaluation  2016   

Poultry Evaluation   2017  

Poultry Evaluation   2018 2018 

State FFA Convention   2017  

National FFA Convention    2017 

   Total Activities 6 

 
 

 The application must have records through the end of that application year. 

 The Louisiana FFA State Degree application completed through FFA.org or on AET is the only 
acceptable application 

 The application will be evaluated using this handbook as the guideline. 
 
Accepted SAE programs for earning the State FFA Degree: 

 Must be a planned, practical agricultural activity which supports skill and competency development, 
career success, and application of specific agricultural and academic skills a student has learned 
through classroom instruction in agricultural education. 

 Food service and grocery store employment would qualify as an SAE for the state degree as long as 
there was some progress being made towards management level skills, or other strong food safety or 
marketing skills were involved. These SAEs would be not be eligible for proficiency awards. 

 An SAE must meet the above requirements for any state level SAE recognition or award. It will be the 
responsibility of the State Advisor and Executive Secretary to determine the eligibility of an SAE for 
state awards and degrees. It is the responsibility of the student to communicate that the appropriate 
skills have been achieved for state level recognition. 

 
A committee appointed by the state FFA office will select from the applications those members to be 
recommended to receive the State FFA Degree. State FFA Degree certificates will be presented to successful 
candidates for the degree.  
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Disqualification Guidelines: 
 

 Any plagiarized or incomplete applications will be disqualified. 

 Any application that falls short of the minimum requirements set in the State FFA Constitution will not 
be accepted. 

 Duplication of five activities above the chapter level will result in disqualification. 

 Community service activities must be organized by the FFA chapter or some other organization of 
which the member is a part and whose purpose is service to a group, community, or individual. 
Activities such as the member performing daily chores around the home or school or activities in 
connection with the member’s SAE are not acceptable.  

 SAE programs determined to be non-agricultural in scope or having no legitimate connection to 
agricultural-skills will not be accepted. 

 Applications that fail to include records for the application year will be disqualified. For example, an 
application submitted in 2020 must include records through December 31, 2019. 

 All award applications must have matching version numbers on all pages except the cover page and 
signature page. Non-matching version numbers will result in disqualification. 

 The review committees’ decisions will be final (with rejections and disqualifications verified by the 
elected award review committee). 

 
Judges’ Guidelines: 
 

 A minimum of three judges must review each application. 

 Once a judge reviews an application, a unique colored sticker will be placed on that application to note 
that it has been reviewed by that judge. 

 Judges may write on state degree applications that will not be used for any other purpose after Review 
Day. 

 The review committees’ decisions will be final (with rejections verified by the elected teacher review 
committee). 

 The State FFA Degree review committee shall place all application into one of two categories: 
o Approved 

 Approved shall mean that the committee has reviewed the application and found it to 
be complete and fulfills all of the requirements set forth by the state FFA constitution 
and the awards handbook. 

o Denied 
 Denied shall mean that the student failed to meet one or more components required by 

the state FFA constitution or the awards handbook. 
 
How to Access Application:   

   

From AET: 
From the Degree/Application Manager: 

1.  In the drop-down arrow click Louisiana State FFA Degree and then Add New. 
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2.  A new row will appear: 

 
Generate/Edit 

Application 
Unique 

# 
Application Type Date Created   

Application 581811 
Louisiana State FFA Degree  
 

8/23/2018 Delete 

 
 

3. Click the blue underlined “Application” to begin.  
4. Before print, check the Checklist tab in the blue box to make sure all requirements are met.  

 
From FFA: 
From the Application Center: 

1. In the drop-down arrow click Louisiana State FFA Degree and then Add New. 
2. A row will appear: 

 
Generate/Edit 

Application 
Unique 

# 
Application Type Date Created   

Application 581811 
Louisiana State FFA Degree  
 

8/23/2018 Delete 

 
 

6. Click the blue underlined “Application” to start the application. 
7. Go through each tab in the blue box to complete each part of the application.   
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AREA/STATE STAR FARMER AWARDS 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
Star Awards represent the best of the best among Louisiana FFA members. Finalists for the award have 
mastered skills in production, finance, management, and/or research. Members who earn the State FFA 
Degree are eligible for these awards. Star Awards include the following categories: Star Farmer, Star in 
Agribusiness, Star in Ag Placement, and Star in Agriscience. 
 
There are four categories of Star Awards: 
 

 Star Farmer: The FFA member with the top production agriculture SAE program each year is 
recognized as the State Star Farmer. Four state finalists vie for the star award. Considered the highest 
recognition in the state for an aspiring young farmer, the award recognizes achievement in both career 
and leadership development. 

 Star in Agribusiness: One member with the best non-production entrepreneurial agribusiness SAE and 
proven leadership skills is selected to be the State Star in Agribusiness. 

 Star in Agricultural Placement: One member with the best placement SAE program and proven 
leadership skills is selected to be the State Star in Agricultural Placement. The member’s placement 
experience can include paid labor hours or directed laboratory unpaid labor hours. 

 Star in Agriscience: The State Star in Agriscience winner will have an SAE program in which the student 
is actively engaged in agriscience research and experimentation. This includes students who are 
actively engaged in doing their own research individually, as well as those students who may be 
cooperating on research projects with others including but not limited to teams in school, experiment 
stations, or colleges/universities. Their program could be an entrepreneurship or placement type 
program. The placement type program does not have to be paid hours, but the member must have 
met the minimum requirements for the State FFA Degree. 

 
ELIGIBILITY AND REGULATIONS: 
 
To qualify for a Star Award, the member: 

 Must have earned or that year will earn the State FFA Degree. 

 Must not have yet earned American FFA Degree. 

 Must still be eligible for student membership at the time the award is conferred as defined in the 
Louisiana FFA Constitution. 

 
Additionally: 

 The National FFA Star Award application completed through FFA.org or on AET is the only acceptable 
application 

 The application will be scored using the current National FFA application rubric and scoring guidelines. 

 State winning awards will be determined by a combined score of the application review and the 
interview. In the event of a tie, the application score will break the tie. If a tie still exists, the award 
review committee (the committee selected at leadership camp) will re-score the tied applications and 
select a winner. 



Award Applications Handbook (Revised 2019) 
 

 

16 
 

 An area winner will be selected for each category. The state winner is selected from among the area 
winners. 

 A member who is named the state winner in a category is no longer eligible to apply in that category. 

 A current State FFA Degree application must be attached to the Star Award application. Both 
applications must have records through the end of that application year. (Ex. Applications submitted in 
2020 must have records through December 31, 2019.) 

 The State FFA Degree application must include records that verify the Star Award application. 

 State finalists will be subject to an on-site SAE visit by state staff and a committee of advisors to verify 
the quality of the SAE. 

 
Disqualification Guidelines: 
 

 Applications will be disqualified for the following reason(s): 
o Minimum State FFA Degree requirements are not met 
o Failure to include a current State FFA Degree application 
o Failure to include records for the application year  

 For example, an application submitted in 2020 must include records through December 
31, 2019. This is required for the Star Award application and the attached State FFA 
Degree application. 

o Non-matching version numbers on all pages except the cover page and signature page 
o Any plagiarized applications 
o Any current year records included 
o Wrong category of application 
o SAE programs determined to be non-agricultural in scope or having no legitimate connection to 

agricultural-skills 

 Each missing portion receives a zero score on the rubric/score card. 

 Multiple photos on any single photo page (collage) will receive a zero score for that page. 

 The review committees’ decisions will be final (with rejections and disqualifications verified by the 
elected award review committee). 

 
Judges’ Guidelines: 
 

 All judges must complete their own scoresheets for each application. 

 Judges will not physically write on the application to avoid biasing the application at Interview Day. 
Judges will use sticky notes to make suggestions on each application. 

 Once a judge scores an application, a unique colored sticker will be placed on that application to note 
that it has been scored by that judge. 

 The review committees’ decisions will be final (with rejections and disqualifications verified by the 
elected award review committee). 
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How to Access Application: 
 
From AET: 
From the Degree/Application Manager: 

1. In the drop-down arrow click Louisiana State Star and then Add New. 
2.  A row will appear: 

3. Click the blue underlined “Application” to begin. 
4. Go through each tab in the blue box to complete each part of the application.  

 
From FFA: 
From Application Center: 

1. In the drop-down arrow click Louisiana State Star and then Add New. 
2. A row will appear: 

 
       3. Click the blue underlined “Application” to start the application. 

4. Go through each tab in the blue box to complete each part of the application.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

State Star Application 
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AMERICAN FFA DEGREE 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
As the highest degree achievable in the National FFA Organization, the American FFA Degree shows an FFA 
member’s dedication to his or her chapter and state FFA association. It demonstrates the effort FFA members 
apply toward their supervised agricultural experience and the outstanding leadership abilities and community 
involvement they exhibited through their FFA career. American FFA Degree recipients show promise for the 
future and have gone above and beyond to achieve excellence. 
 
ELIGIBILITY AND REGULATIONS: 
 

 Have received the State FFA Degree, have been an active member for the past three years (36 months) 
and have a record of satisfactory participation in activities on the chapter and state levels. 

 Have satisfactorily completed the equivalent of at least three years (540 hours) of systematic secondary 
school instruction in an agricultural education program, or have completed at least the equivalent of 360 
hours of systematic secondary school instruction in agricultural education and one full year of enrollment 
in a postsecondary agricultural program, or have completed the program of agricultural education offered 
in the secondary school last attended. 

 Have graduated from high school at least 12 months prior to the national convention at which the degree 
is to be granted. 

 Have in operation and have maintained records to substantiate an outstanding supervised agricultural 
experience program, through which the member has exhibited comprehensive planning and managerial 
and financial expertise. 

 A student after entering agricultural education must have: 
o Earned at least $10,000 and productively invested at least $7,500; or 
o Earned and productively invested $2,000 and worked 2,250 hours in excess of scheduled class time. 

Any combination of hours, times a factor of 3.56, plus actual dollars earned and productively 
invested must be equal to or greater than the number 10,000. Hours used for the purpose of 
producing earnings reported as productively invested income shall not be duplicated as hours of 
credit to meet the minimum requirements for the degree. 

 Have a record of outstanding leadership abilities and community involvement and have achieved a high 
school scholastic record of “C” or better as certified by the principal or superintendent. 

 Have participated in at least 50 hours of community service, within at least three different community 
service activities. These hours are in addition to and cannot be duplicated as paid or unpaid supervised 
agricultural experience hours. 

 Applicants must complete and submit the current version of the American FFA Degree application 
authorized by the National FFA Organization. 
 

Disqualification Guidelines: 
 
American FFA Degree applications are not disqualified on the state level. They will be evaluated by the State 
FFA Degree committee and returned to the member with suggestions for correction to avoid rejection during 
national evaluation. 
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Judges’ Guidelines: 
 

 A minimum of three judges must review each application. 

 Once a judge reviews an application, a unique colored sticker will be placed on that application to note 
that it has been reviewed by that judge. 

 Judges may write on the applications as an electronic version will be submitted to National FFA. 
 
How to Access Application: 
 
From AET: 
From the Degree/Application Manager: 
       1. In the drop-down arrow click Louisiana American FFA Degree and then Add New. 

2. A row will appear: 

3. Click the blue underlined “Application” to begin. 
4. Go through each tab in the blue box to fill out each part of the application. 
5. Before print, check the Checklist tab to make sure all requirements are met. 

 
From FFA: 
From Application Center: 
       1. In the drop-down arrow click Louisiana American FFA Degree and then Add New. 
       2. A row will appear: 

       3. Click the blue underlined “Application” to start the application. 
4. Go through each tab in the blue box to complete each part of the application.   
5. Before print, check the Checklist tab to make sure all requirements are met. 
 

 
 
 

  

American Degree Application 
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NATIONAL/STATE/AREA OFFICER CANDIDATE APPLICATIONS 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
FFA is a student-led organization, and the Louisiana FFA Association conducts candidate selections each year 
to provide the organization with dynamic leadership. The officer candidate selection processes in Louisiana is 
modeled on the National FFA Nominating Committee process to prepare Louisiana FFA members for potential 
national officer candidacy.  
 
The following nominating committees are appointed by the State President each year: 
 

 National Officer Candidate Selection Committee: The committee is composed of the following: 
o One past state officer 
o One active FFA member from each Area (cannot come from a chapter with a candidate) 
o One adult from:  

 Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry 
 Louisiana Department of Education 
 Louisiana Farm Bureau Federation 
 LSU AgCenter 

 State Officer Nominating Committee: The committee is composed of the following: 
o One past state officer 
o Two active FFA members from each Area (cannot come from a chapter or a feeder chapter with 

a candidate) 
o One agricultural business and industry representative from each Area 

 Area Officer Nominating Committees (one for each Area): The committees are composed of the 
following: 

o Five to nine active FFA members from each Area (cannot come from a chapter or a feeder 
chapter with a candidate) 

 
 
ELIGIBILITY AND REGULATIONS: 
 
To be eligible to run for office in Louisiana: 

 National Officer Candidate 

o Possess or will possess the American FFA Degree during the national convention at which the 
candidate will run 

o Be eligible to retain active membership until the completion of the term of national office 
(November 30 following the fourth national convention after high school graduation) 

o Complete the online Louisiana FFA National Officer Candidate Application by the date set by the 
State FFA Office 

o Participate in the National Officer Candidate training workshop on the date set by the State FFA 
Office 

o Participate in the National Officer Candidate selection during the time set by the State FFA Office 

o Comply with all commitments and training requirements set by the State FFA Office 
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 State Officer Candidate 

o Possess or will possess the State FFA Degree during the state convention at which the candidate 
will run 

o Be enrolled as a high school senior or college freshman or sophomore in the school year following 
the election at state convention 

o Complete the online Louisiana FFA State Officer Candidate Application by the date set by the State 
FFA Office 

o Participate in the State Officer Candidate training workshop on the date set by the State FFA Office 

o Participate in the State Officer Candidate Nominating Committee during the time set by the State 
FFA Office 

 Area Officer Candidate 

o Be enrolled as an eighth grader through high school senior the school year following the election to 
office 

o Complete the online Louisiana FFA Area Officer Candidate Application by the date set by the State 
FFA Office 

o Participate in the Area Officer Candidate training workshop on the date set by the State FFA Office 

o Participate in the Area Officer Candidate Nominating Committee during the time set by the State 
FFA Office 

 
Disqualification Guidelines: 
 

 Any candidate found not meeting the minimum qualifications outlined above will be ineligible. 

 Any plagiarized or incomplete application will be disqualified. 
 
How to Access Application: 
From the Louisiana FFA website: 

1. Select “Association.” 
2. Select “Student Leadership.” 
3. Select the level of office for which the student will run. 
4. Complete the online application. 
5. Print and bring signed copies of the commitment and release forms at the bottom of the webpage to the 

training day (for state and national candidates) or to the nominating committee (for area candidates). 
6. Bring copies of all other documents outlined in the application and/or signature forms. 
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GOVERNOR’S/SUPERINTENDENT’S AWARDS 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
The raising and showing of animals has been a foundational component of agricultural education since the 
program’s inception. Skills learned in animal husbandry extend far beyond the barn and show ring and provide 
students with invaluable life lessons. 
 
Louisiana FFA recognizes members who excel in livestock, equine, and poultry exhibition with the Governor’s 
and Superintendent’s Awards.  
 
The award areas include: 
 

 Governor’s Award: This award recognizes a member in the 10th, 11th, or 12th grade who has an 
outstanding livestock project that has demonstrated measurable growth. 

 Superintendent’s Award: This award recognizes a member in the 7th, 8th, or 9th grade who has an 
outstanding livestock project that has demonstrated measurable growth. 

 
 
ELIGIBILITY AND REGULATIONS: 
 
All members from chapters that are chartered by the state FFA association are eligible for and encouraged to 
apply for the Governor’s and Superintendent’s Awards.  Chapters may submit up to five applications for each 
award each year. A member may only win each award once. 
 
To qualify for the Governor’s Award 

 The application located on the Louisiana FFA website is the only acceptable application. 

 No supporting materials other than the specific information requested in the application form will be 
accepted. 

 Applicant must be an active FFA member in grade 10, 11, or 12. 

 A maximum 750-word essay, Times New Roman, 12-point font about the applicant's livestock show career 
is required. Applicants should discuss things that have been important and/or influential in their showing 
careers. 

 A resume' (no longer than two pages, Times New Roman, 12-point font) detailing the livestock shows in 
which the applicant has participated, his or her placement in these shows, and any memberships held in 
professional associations must also accompany this application. 

 
To qualify for the Superintendent’s Award 

 The application located on the Louisiana FFA website is the only acceptable application. 

 No supporting materials other than the specific information requested in the application form will be 
accepted. 

 Applicant must be an active FFA member in grade 7, 8, or 9. 

 A maximum 750-word essay, Times New Roman, 12-point font about the applicant's livestock show career 
is required. Applicants should discuss things that have been important and/or influential in their showing 
careers. 
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 A resume' (no longer than two pages, Times New Roman, 12-point font) detailing the livestock shows in 
which the applicant has participated, his or her placement in these shows, and any memberships held in 
professional associations must also accompany this application. 

               
Both applications are to be submitted electronically no later than January 15 to the State FFA Office. All 
species of livestock shown at livestock shows are considered for awards. The winning applicant must be 
present at the State Livestock Show for presentation of the award.      
               
    

Disqualification Guidelines: 
 

 Any plagiarized applications will be disqualified. 

 Application missing required components will be disqualified. 
 

Judges’ Guidelines: 
 

 A panel of judges will be appointed by the State FFA Office. 

 All judges must complete their own scoresheets for each application using the grading rubrics provided 
by the State FFA Office. 

 
How to Access Applications: 
 
From the Louisiana FFA website: 

1. Select “Association.” 
2. Select “Livestock Shows.” 
3. Scroll to the bottom of the webpage and select the application link under “Governor’s/Superintendent’s 

Awards.” 
4. Complete the application. 
5. Submit the application and its attachments electronically to the State FFA Office by January 15. 
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AGRISCIENCE FAIR 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
The Louisiana FFA Agriscience Fair is an exciting opportunity for students interested in scientific principles and 
emerging technologies in the agricultural industry. The Louisiana FFA Agriscience Fair provides middle and 
high school students the opportunity to achieve local, state and national recognition for their 
accomplishments in agriscience. This program also gives students a chance to demonstrate and display 
agriscience projects that are extensions of their agriscience courses. 
 
The Louisiana FFA Agriscience Fair recognizes students studying the application of scientific principles and 
emerging technologies in agricultural enterprises. The Louisiana FFA Agriscience Fair is for middle and high 
school students (grades 7-12). Participation begins at the local chapter level and progresses to state and 
national levels. Areas of participation closely mirror the National Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources 
Career Cluster Content Standards. Grade is determined by the grade level of the member at the time of 
qualification at the state level.   
 
When selecting a topic for your agriscience fair project, consider your ongoing SAE program as a good place in 
which to begin. Quality experimental SAE projects/activities are well suited for all students and can be easily 
incorporated into any SAE program. Experimental SAE activities can provide valuable learning experiences for 
students with agriscience-related career goals (as well as those with other career interests). 
 
For National FFA Agriscience Fair rules or references to the National Agriscience Fair documents visit 
https://www.ffa.org/participate/awards/agriscience-fair/. 
 
Multiple recognition areas exist within the Agriscience Fair: 
 

 Chapter Level – Winners may be selected annually in each FFA chapter for each division and category. 
The winner can represent any of the agriscience category areas. All winners will be recognized and 
awarded a banner at the State Convention. 

 State Level –Each state winner for each category and division shall be eligible to enter the National FFA 
Agriscience Fair pre-screening. This is required before moving on to compete at the national level 
agriscience fair.  

 National Level – Selected participants from each state may be forwarded for national competition. A 
national winner will be selected in each category. National winners will be presented with pins and 
plaques at the awards reception during the national convention. Additional awards may become 
available as funded by special project sponsors above and beyond the core sponsorship for the 
National FFA Agriscience Fair. They may include, but are not limited to, scholarships and cash awards 
to category/division winners. These awards will be appropriate for each category/division, but not 
necessarily equal or identical. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ffa.org/participate/awards/agriscience-fair/
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ELIGIBILITY AND REGULATIONS: 
 
Each participant must be a current, bona fide, dues paying FFA member in good standing with the local 
chapter, state FFA association and National FFA Organization at the time of his/her selection and at the time 
of the event in which he/she participates of a chapter in good standing with the Louisiana FFA Association. 
Each chapter may submit one entry per category, per division.  
 
Divisions 
 

 Division 1 – individual member in grades 7 and 8 

 Division 2 – team of two members in grades 7 and 8 

 Division 3 – individual member in grades 9 and 10 

 Division 4 – team of two members in grades 9 and 10 

 Division 5 – individual member in grades 11 and 12 

 Division 6 – team of two members in grades 11 and 12 
 
Categories 
 

 Animal Systems 

 Environmental Services/Natural Resource Systems 

 Food Products and Processing Systems 

 Plant Systems 

 Power, Structural and Technical Systems 

 Social Systems 
 
Disqualification Guidelines: 
 

 Applications will be deducted points and/or disqualified for the following reason(s): 
o Applications that are written into the wrong area 
o Any plagiarized applications 
o Multi-year data – if not marked as a project extension 
o Wrong written report template used 
o Project not related to agriculture  
o No research conducted 
o Unethical research conducted or rule violation 
o Version numbers differ throughout the application 
o Repetition of previous experiment with no change in methodology/research question(s) 
o Version numbers differ throughout the application except on the cover page and signature 

page 

 Missing report components will receive a zero within that section(s). 

 All applications that are rejected or disqualified will be re-evaluated by the elected award review 
committee to uphold the rejection/disqualification or return it to the review committee for re-scoring. 
The review committee’s decisions will be final. 
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Judges’ Guidelines: 
 

 All judges must complete their own scoresheets for each application. 

 Judges will not physically write on the application to avoid biasing the application for other judges. 
Judges will use sticky notes to make suggestions on each application. 

 Once a judge scores an application, a unique colored sticker will be placed on that application to note 
that it has been scored by that judge. 

 The review committees’ decisions will be final (with rejections and disqualifications verified by the 
elected award review committee). 

 
How to Access Applications: 
 
From AET: 
From the Degree/Application Manager: 

1. In the drop-down arrow click Agriscience Fair Application and then Add New. 
2.  A new row will appear: 

3. Click the underlined “Application” to begin. 
4. Go through each tab in the blue box to fill out each part of the application. 
5. Before print, check the Check List tab to make sure all requirements are met. 

 
From FFA: 
From Application Center: 

  1. A new row will appear: 

        2. Click the blue underlined “Application” to start the application. 
 3. Go through each tab in the blue box to complete each part of the application.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agriscience Fair Application 

Agriscience Fair Application 
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NATIONAL CHAPTER AWARDS PROGRAM 

 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
The National Chapter Award program is designed to award those FFA chapters that actively implement the 
mission and strategies of the organization.  These chapters improve chapter operations using a program of 
activities that emphasizes student development, chapter development and community development.  
Chapters are rewarded for providing educational experiences for the entire membership.  This application 
process assists chapters in assessing their accomplishments. 
 
Multiple recognition areas exist within the National Chapter Award: 
 

 Superior Chapter: This award recognizes chapters with an outstanding Program of Activities that have 
completed one activity in each of the fifteen quality standards. 

 Gold, Silver, or Bronze Chapter: This award recognizes chapters that complete the additional Form II of 
the application. They provide clear detail of their best nine activities, three in each of the three pillars 
of the National Chapter Award. 

 Top Middle School Chapter: One middle school chapter (grades 7-8) that completes Form II and 
completes an interview is recognized as the Top Middle School. 

 Outstanding Program of Activities: Based on total application and interview score, an Outstanding 
Program of Activities award is given in three categories – Growing Leaders, Building Communities, and 
Strengthening Agriculture. The winning chapter can be high school or middle school, and a chapter can 
win multiple categories. 

 Top Four Overall: The four highest scoring chapters (high school or middle school) that complete Form 
II and an interview are ranked for the top four placings in the state. 

 
 
ELIGIBILITY AND REGULATIONS: 
 
All chapters that are chartered by the state FFA association are eligible for and encouraged to participate in 
the National Chapter Award program.  Chapters are eligible for recognition in the program each year and in 
multiple categories. The quality standards established for each division represent minimum requirements for 
the National Chapter Award program. 
 
To qualify for National Chapter Award recognition: 

 The National FFA National Chapter Award application completed through FFA.org or on AET is the only 
acceptable application. 

 No supporting materials other than the specific information requested in the application form will be 
accepted. 

 
For Superior Chapter: 

 The chapter must complete Form I verifying that members have completed at least one activity related to 
each of the five quality standards established within the three divisions: growing leaders, building 
communities, and strengthening agriculture. 
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 All sections of the official application must be completed. 

 The application must demonstrate quality effort in completing each program of activities event, and each 
description should be thorough, utilizing the maximum space allowed in the application. 

 
For Gold, Silver, or Bronze Chapter: 

 In addition to Form I, the chapter must complete Form II providing in-depth descriptions of the chapter’s 
nine best program of activities events. There should be three events described in each of the three 
divisions: growing leaders, building communities, and strengthening agriculture. 

 All sections of the official application must be completed. 

 The application must demonstrate quality effort in completing each program of activities event, and each 
description should be thorough, utilizing the maximum space allowed in the application. 

 Chapters should utilize the green question marks and the blue ribbons to assist them in fully answering 
each question of the application. 

 Determination of Gold, Silver, and Bronze rankings will be based on the national point breaks for 1-, 2-, 
and 3-star chapters. This point break is found in the National Chapter Award Handbook provided by 
National FFA. (3-star = Gold, 2-star = Silver, 1-star = Bronze) 

 
For Outstanding Program of Activities, Top Middle School, and Top Four Overall: 

 Chapters rated as Gold after the initial application review will be invited to interview for top recognition. 
For chapters earning this interview: 

o A minimum of two and a maximum of ten students may participate in the interview. 
o A maximum of ten PowerPoint slides may be used. No other computer software or presentation 

program will be allowed. 
o No sound, no hyperlinks, and/or no video shall be included in the presentation. 
o No props or handouts are to be used or provided to judges. No gifts of any kind (snacks, mementos, 

etc.) may be provided to the judges. 
o Each chapter will have a maximum of ten minutes to present. Presentations will be stopped at ten 

minutes. This will be followed by five minutes of questions by the judges. The judges will use all five 
minutes, and the questions will pertain to the application and presentation. 

 Outstanding Program of Activities winners will be determined by the average total application score for 
that area. Ties will be broken by the average total interview score. If a tie still exists, all tied chapters will 
be declared winners. 

 The winners of Top Four Overall will be determined by a combined average score of the application and 
the interview. The application will be weighted as 75% of the score and the interview will be weighted as 
25% of the score. Ties will be broken using the average total application score. If a tie still exists, the award 
review committee (the committee selected at leadership camp) will re-score the tied chapters’ 
applications and select a winner. 

 The Top Middle School Chapter will be awarded to the middle school chapter with the highest total score 
of all middle school chapters regardless of rating. The Top Middle School is also eligible for Top Four 
Overall.  

 
Disqualification Guidelines: 
 

 Applications will be deducted points and/or disqualified for the following reason(s): 
o Any plagiarized or incomplete application 
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o Replication of activity within Form II –25 point deduction 
o Activity date out of range – 25 point deduction 
o Multiple activities in one within Form II – 25 point deduction 
o Collaborative activity replication – 25 point deduction 
o Duplication of quality standard within Form II – 25 point deduction 
o No quality standard marked – 25 point deduction 
o Multiple photos on any single photo page (collage) will receive a zero score within that 

section(s) 
o Incorrect year on application 
o Version numbers differ throughout the application except on the cover page and signature 

page 

 Applications to be considered for Gold, Silver, and Bronze rankings, Top Middle School, and Top Four 
Overall must include both Form I and II. 

 All applications that are rejected or disqualified on Review Day will be re-evaluated by the elected 
award review committee to uphold the rejection/disqualification or return it to the review committee 
for re-scoring. The review committee’s decisions will be final. 

 
Judges’ Guidelines: 
 

 All judges must complete their own scoresheets for each application. 

 The application and interview will be scored using the current National FFA rubrics and scoring guidelines. 

 Judges will not physically write on the application to avoid biasing the application at Interview Day. Judges 
will use sticky notes to make suggestions on each application. 

 Once a judge scores an application, a unique colored sticker will be placed on that application to note that 
it has been scored by that judge. 

 The review committees’ decisions will be final (with rejections and disqualifications verified by the elected 
award review committee). 

 
How to Access Application: 
From AET: 
From the Degree/Application Manager: 

1. In the drop-down arrow click National Chapter Application and then Add New (green box). If you want to 
allow students to work on the application use the Student Finder Box (red box). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  A new row will appear:  

 
3. Click the blue underlined “Application” to begin. 
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4. Go through each tab in the blue box to fill out each part of the application. 
5. Before print, check the Check List tab to make sure all requirements are met. 

 
 
 
From FFA: 
From Application Center: 
       1. In the drop-down arrow click Louisiana American FFA Degree and then Add New. 
       2. A row should appear that looks similar to: 

      3. Click the blue underlined “Application” to begin. 
      4. Go through each tab in the blue box to complete each part of the application.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Chapter Award 
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LIVESTOCK/EQUINE EXHIBITION AWARDS 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
The raising and showing of animals has been a foundational component of agricultural education since the 
program’s inception. Skills learned in animal husbandry extend far beyond the barn and show ring and provide 
students with invaluable life lessons. 
 
Louisiana FFA recognizes chapters that excel in livestock, equine, and poultry exhibition. Chapters earn points 
based on their members’ performances in animal placing, showmanship, and premier exhibitor at the district 
and state shows.  
 
Multiple recognition areas exist within the Livestock and Equine Exhibition Awards: 
 

 Superior Chapter: This award recognizes chapters that have participated in at least one livestock 
and/or equine show on the district or state level and complete the short form. 

 Gold, Silver, or Bronze Chapter: This award recognizes chapters that complete the long form of the 
application. They provide point totals of their members’ total placings in all district and state shows. 

 Top Chapter for Each Species: The highest scoring chapters (high school or middle school) that 
complete the additional form are ranked for the top chapter in each species (Beef, Dairy (Cattle), 
Poultry, Swine, Goat, Lamb, Rabbit). 

o Equine will recognize the top four chapters overall. 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY AND REGULATIONS: 
 
All chapters that are chartered by the state FFA association are eligible for and encouraged to participate in 
the livestock and equine exhibition awards.  Chapters are eligible for recognition in both awards each year.  
 
To qualify for Livestock and/or Equine Exhibition Award recognition: 

 The application completed on the Louisiana FFA website is the only acceptable application. 

 No supporting materials other than the specific information requested in the application form will be 
accepted. 

 
For Superior Chapter: 

 The chapter must complete the short form verifying that members have competed in at least one show on 
the district or state level. 

 
For Gold, Silver, or Bronze Chapter: 

 The chapter must complete the long form providing point totals of their members’ total placings in all 
district and state shows. 

o Members’ FFA ID numbers must be included to verify membership. 
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Disqualification Guidelines: 
 

 Any plagiarized applications will be disqualified. 

 Chapters completing the long form will only receive superior rating if competing members’ FFA ID 
numbers are included. 

 All applications that are rejected or disqualified will be re-evaluated by the elected award review 
committee to uphold the rejection/disqualification or return it to the review committee for re-scoring. 
The review committee’s decisions will be final. 
 

Judges’ Guidelines: 
 

 All judges work together to confirm total points listed on applications. Awards are based on the total 
points of approved applications. 

 The review committees’ decisions will be final (with rejections and disqualifications verified by the 
elected award review committee). 

 
How to Access Applications: 
 
From the Louisiana FFA website: 

6. Select “Association.” 
7. Select “Livestock Shows.” 
8. Scroll to the bottom of the webpage and select the appropriate application link under “Exhibition 

Awards.” 
9. Complete the appropriate applications. 
10. Print and bring signed copies of the applications to the review day determined by the State FFA Office. 

 


